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BILL—MEDICAL ACT AMENDMENT.
Assembly’s Request for Conference.

Message from the Assembly requesting a
conference on the amendments insisted on
by the Council, and notifying that at such
conference the Assembly would be repre-
sented by three managers, now considered.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY [4.10]: I
move—

That the Assembly’s request for a confer-
ence be agreed to, that the managers for the
Couneil be elected by ballot aud that the con-
ference be held in the President’s room at
4.30 pm.

Question put and passed.

Conference Managers Appointed.

The PRESIDENT : I think I might read
to members Standing Order 332 which deals
with the holding of a ballot:—

Each member present shall give to the Clerk
a list of the names of such members as he may
think fit and proper to be chosen at such ballot;
and if any list contain a larger or lesser num-
ber of names than are to be chosen, it shall
be void and rvejeeted. When all the lists are
colleeted, the Clerk with the mover, acting as
scrutineers, shall ascertain and report to the
President the mames of the members having
the greatest number of votes, which members
shall be declared to be chosen. If two or more
members have an equality of votes, the Presi-
dent shall determine by lot which shall he
chosen,

The House will have to eleet three members
hy ballot.

Ballot teken.

The PRESIDENT : There is an equality
of votes for the manager who will be plaeced
ihird, and the Standing Order I have quoted
provides—

If two or more members have an equality

of votes, the President shall determine by lot
which shall he chosen.

1 shall now choose by lot.

Ballot resulted in the Chief Secretary,
Hon. J. G. Hislop, and Hon. C. F. Baxter
being appointed as managers for the Couneil.

Mescage acrordingly returned to the
Assembly,

Sitting suspended from 4.25 to 5.8 pm.

Conference Managers’ Report.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY: I have to
report that the managers appointed by the
Council met the managers appointed by the
Assembly and failed to arrive st an agree-
ment.

The PRESIDENT: Then the Bil! is lost.

(ASSEMBLY.]

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn &ill 2.15
p-mi, tomorrow,

Question pat and passed.

House adjourned at 5.9 pon.

Tegislative Hssembly,
Tuesday, 23rd February, 1943.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.15

p-m. and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2).
VERMIN DESTRUCTION.
As to Rabbits on Crown Lands.

Mr. DONEY asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, Has he noted that the report by
the Chief Inspector of Rabbits tabled on the
28th January—which embodies a reply io
my question dealing with the responsibility
of the Agrienltural Bank and other depart-
ments for the destruction of rabbits on
lands controlled by them—is only a recital
of eonditions existing before my question
was submitted, and takes no cognisanee of
my regnest that the Agricultural Bank. the
Lands and other Government Departments
ghonld initiate some new method which would
recognise that the responmsihility for rabbit
destruction on lands controlled by them is
their own and not that of loeal vermiv
boards or of adjoining private land owners’
2, If it can be shown by the department
concerned that to do this work itself wounld
entail the use of more manpower than when
done by existing means, will he eome to 2n
arrangement with individual vermin boards



[23 Fesruary, 1943.]

for the payment of a fixed annual sum suffi-
cient, at least, to reconp the boards not only
for the outlay on poisons, and poison ma-
terini, but also on wages, poison-carts, ete,
or to some other similar arrangement aceept-
able to both parties? 3, If implementation
of either of these methods is baulked hy
manpower difficulties, will ke discuss that
phase with the Deputy Director General of
Manpowey, basing the discussion on the
lalter’s published statement in “The West
Australian® of Wednesday, the 27th Jann-
ary, that food produmction is as vital as are
munitions; that farm workers must be re-
divected back to the land; and that by the
provision by Australia of food for the
American Forees only, not less than 1,500,000
tons of shipping was saved to the Allied
eanse?

The MINISTER FOR THE XNORTH-
WEST (for the Minister for Lands} ve-
plied): 1, Yes. 2, No, as arrangements
nlready exist whereby vermin hoavrds are
subsidised whenever active co-operation ou
their part is evident. 3, Answered by No.
L

APPLE AND PEAR ACQUISITION

BOARD.

s te Differentiation Befween States.

AMr, SAMPRON asked the Minister for
Agricalture: 1, Will he inform the Housw
what action the Government is faking in ve-
gard to the Apple and Pear Board position,
wherein Section 99 of the Constitution Act
apprears to he na longer opervative in respect
of the Apple and Pear Board in that it has
coazed to funetion in New South Wales,
Tietorin, South Australia and Queensland?
2. As the law brings about differentiation
hetween States will he take up the matter
with the Attornev General of the Conunon-
wealth and indicate the disability which has
been mposed on a number of apple and pear
evowers in this State. 3, As returns for
apples and pears under acquisition do not
rover the cost of production and growers
ave theveby suffering grave anxiaty, will he
zive consideration to the lodgment of a pro-
test with the Conmonwealth Government?

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST (for the Minister for Agriculture)
replied: 1, In the interests of W.A.
fruitgrowers as a whole no action will be
taken. 2, No, for the reason given in
answer No. 1. 3, No. If any person
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is dissatisfled with the position, there is
nothing to prevent his taking action against
the Commonwealth Government, but the de-
partment is of the opinion that the majority
of growers in this State favour retention of
the aeyuisition seheme,

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Lieut.-Uovernor re-
ceived and  rend notifving assent to the
Motor Spivit and Substitnte Liquid Fuels
Bill.

COMMONWEALTH POWERS BILL
SELECT COMMITTEE.

Report Presented.

AMr. Watts hrought up the veport of the
Beleet Committee, together with a type-
written copy of the evidence.

Report received.

As te Printing, ete.

MR. WATTS (Katanning)
move—

That the report of the Select Committee be

printed and the consideration of the Bill in

Committee made an Order of the Ty for the
next sitting of the House,

HON. N. KEENAN (Nedlands): T pre-
sume the motion means that the further con-
sideration of this matter will proceed to-
wmorrow. In my opinion that would be far
too short an interval to allow for enabling
the proper consideration of a matter of this
importanece. This is the most important
matter that Parvliament has dealt with in the
whole of this century—almost of the same
importanee as the resolution to enter Federa-
tion, which was 43 years ago. And en that
oceasion Parliament was really carrying out
the expressed wish of the people. Now,
although we arve long beyond onr ordinary
lepitimate time—1I admit we have every right
to extend the term of our life—we are
attempting to act withont the consent of the
people. However, the most important feat-
ure is that we have the right to acquire a
knowledge of. the evidence tendered to this
Select Committee; and that would be com-
pletely impossible, at all events for e, dur-
ing the interval proposed. Up to a eertain
hour we have {o spend our time in this Cham-
her, and after that I have other engage-
ments. 8o I shonld not have even the time
to look at the report and glance at the evi-
dence during the next 24 hours, With your

[2.19): X
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leave and subject to vour direetion, Mr.
Speaker, T should like to move that further
consideration of the Select Committee’s re-
port be fised at not earlier than this day
week, and al a sitting not less than seven
days from the present date. I do not know
what would be the proper phraseclogy to
use.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member can
move to strike out the words “the mnext
sitting of the Honse” and if that is earried
move for the insertion of any date he
pleases, if he desires to insert a fixed date.

Hon. X. KEENAN: I do not wish to in-
gert a fixed date. My only desire is that
sufficient time for consideration shall be
allowed. Possibly what is sufficient time in
my personal opinion might not be sofficient
time for other members, But I do not wish
the fwrther consideration te come on to-
morrow. Aceordingly I move an amend-
ment—

That the words ‘at the next sitting of the
Housce?’ be struck out.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-Mid-
land—on amendment) : Has this motion been
seconded ?

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not a motion; it
is an amendment.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I desire to ap-
peal to the Honse to prevent this delay. As
the member for Nedlands has pointed out,
the matter is one of vital importance, ont-
standing importance. I do not say that in
the sense in whieh the hon, member makes
it out to be from his point of view, but from
my own point of view—a humanitarian point
of view. I am not intevested in big busi-
ness, and vested intevests, and what is going
to happen to money aand property and all
the rest of it after the war. 1 want to know
what is going to happen to humanity after
the war. There has already been a fair
amount of delay in the consideration of the
Bill. I have heen disappointed because of
that delay; but, after all, the Government
is the Government and has its responsibili-
ties. However, when a Government goes to
a Convention and arrives at an understand-
ing—

The Premier: Not only was the Govern-
ment represented, bui the Opposition as
well.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: —The intention
is that the Government shall return to its
State and get on with the job, as in faet
other Australian (Governments have done.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. SPEAKER: T think the hon. member
is getting away from the amendment which
is to strike out the words, *“the next sitting
of the House.”

Hon, W. D. JOHNSOXN: In moving the
amendment the member for Nedlands said
he wanted to delay the consideration of the
measure by striking out the words “the
next sitting of the House” and substituting
another date to be declared. I am opposing
that delay. Like the hon. member who gave
his views in support of the amendment, I
want to give my views in opposition to it.

Mr. Thorn: You are causing delay now.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSONXN: My little hit of
delay is of a constructive character.

Several members interjected.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSOXN: That is all
right! If I were in opposition I might be
playing with a Bilt of this kind, though per-
haps not the same game, because time is
always with the Opposition, That is an
old practice and of course the members of
the Opposition have made nse of it to the
waximum extent in vegard to this Bill. I
do not objeet to their using it, but I de
object to their succceding in it. I claim
that they have already delaved this question.
As a member of this Parliament and a sup-
porter of this Government T feel that I am
misunderstood in other parts of Australia
and in the Commonwealth Parliament and
in the Labour movement because Victoria,
New South Wales, Tasmania and other
places are getting on with the joh.

Member: What about Tasmania?

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: In my en-
thusiasm I believe that Tasmania will con-
tribute a major part to the exposure of
Jjust exactly what is possible under our pre-
sent State system of government, where the
property House is all powerful and undue
advantage is taken of this strength.
Other Parliaments have dealt with the
Bill to a far greater extent than has
this Parliament. In this State we have a
Labour Government and a Fahour majority-
We have a responsibility to our movement
and to the National Parliament in its desire
to get on with reform. I appeal to the mem-
bhers of the Gvoernment to put an end to
this delay, to get their heads down and do
the job. T will give them the maximum
help pessible in getting a Bill of this
deseription through, becanse it is hased on
the ideal of seeing to it that the devastation
of war is not again visited on the shoulders
of the workers. We do not want any more
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part-time sustenance workers and privations
for women and children. We want to get
an organisation that will protect humanity
against that type of thing and the time to
do it is now. Let us get on with the job
and start at the next sitting of the House
to consider the report of this Select Com-
mittee which, in my opinion, has given us
all the information we can get.

The Seleet Committee seecured the extra-
ordinary aunthority to publish the evidence.
We have had an opportunity to read that
evidence, We can assume that the best of
the evidenece was published, so why the de-
lav? The member for Nedlands knows as
well as I do what was said in evidence
before the Seleet Committee, and to say that
he has not the time to yead it—! Why good-
pess me, it will only take him half an hour
to read it' T have not read the evidence,
but I knew before it was taken that in the
end there would be two opintons. It could
not be otherwise. I knew that there would
he an opinion from one side and an opinion
from the other, and that there would be two
reports, That was perfectly obvious when
the Committee was appointed, but it will
not take os long to read the two opinions
and we can get on with the job. I hope
there will be no further delay.

THE PREMIER (on amendment): The
member for Guildford-Midland adopts rather
a provocative attitude in regard to many of
the things he champions, which is likely to
lose rather than gain him support.

Mr, Thorn: He is worrving ahout the
Labour movement.

The PREMIER: The Labour movement
can go on without him and without me. It
has gone on for years and will continue to
do so. Apart altogether from that view-
peint, the Bill has been before the House for
two months. It does not matter so very
much about the opinion of some individual
who, after all, is only an individual. As
pointed out in the report, there were one or
two persons who represented some people
other than themselves. One big organisa-
tion was represented by one witness who
gave evidence, but I think it ean be faith-
fullv and truthfully said that the main
points in alt the evidence were published in
the Press. In addition to that, T have so
mueh respect for the member for Nedlands
that T am quite sure he can make up his
mind, and has done so, in regard to the
powers contained in this Bill without the
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assistance of some people who may have
given evidence before the Seleet Committee,

The Bill has been published throughout
Australia for three months, The Convention
was held at the end of November and the
results have been published in the Press.
Various legal people and others represent-
ing all shades of opinion have had state-
ments published. I do not want to deery the
work of people who are publie-spirited
enough to study a Bill of this kind and to
give evidence on it, but after all it is just
their opinions and one is entitled to place
whatever respect or eredence he wishes on
the opinions so expressed, taking the respon-
sibility himself of making up his own mind.
The Bill came hefore the House over two
months ago, and most members have had an
opportanity to cogitate over the whole mat-
ter and go into the pros and cons and
view the position from all angles. There
have been discussions on the msatter and
opinions have been published in the Press,
and there has been plenty of guidance as to
the line of thought we might take. T do not
think, in the circumstances, that we would
be justified in adjourning the House for a
week over this Bill, particularly as this is
the matter the House has met to discuss and
which it met to discuss last month. Only for
this Bill the Honse would have completed
its business before Christmas, except for the
Coal Mine Workers (Pensions) Bill.

Mr. Patrick: What about the Companies
Bill?

The PREMIER : That is like Tennyson’s
“Brook.” It ean go on and on. If it reaches
the sea and the safe haven in the harbour
at the end of the hrook, all the hetter, But
it can go on for another few days. This is
the business the House has been called to-
gether for a special summer session to deal
with and I think it should be dealt with.
With all due respect to those who gave evi-
dence, I do not think the member for Ned-
lands will find anything in that evidence to
cause him to change his mind. That is my
opinion. Knowing the hon. gentleman, I do
not think he will find anything 1 that evi-
denice, even if he studies it most assiduously
by candle-light, to make him change his
mind. T de not want to burke discussion.

When the Bill was first introduced the
House was adjourned for & month. That
was a long time. The Bill was hefore mem-
bers and they had available the expressions
of opinion from myself and the Leader of



2500

the Opposition voiced atl the inlrvoduction of
the measure. Then a Scleet Committee was
appointed and evidence has Leen published.
That aceounts for practically another month,
T think a fair thing has heen done in rezard
to the time allowed for consideration of the
Bill. T do not want to hurry or hlndgeon
the meagure through, but to pive members
an opportunity to consider it. But they have
had three months and the prineiple of the
Bill is known to everyhody interested. It
has passed the second reading in this TTouse.
The principle of the Bill is not under con-
sideration but the different clavses. 1 do
not think the hon. member can accunse me of
being discourteous if I oppose putting off
consideration of the matter for another week.
Members have had sufficient time and shonld
he sufficiently informed to enable them to
cast a vote.

MR. McDONALD (West Perth—on
amendment) : Thig is, after all, a very modest
vequest. Tt is for two move sitting days of
Parliament  during  which  members may
examine the report of the Select Committee,
and any parts of the evidenee whieh they
may desive to peruse. The evidence, despite
all the memher for Guildford-Midland said,
cousists of 140,000 words, and that volume
of matter cannot he 1ead and digested in a
few minntes. Those 140,000 words repre-
sent to a large extent opinions expressed on
very intricate aspects not only of constitu-
tional law but also of the ccomomy of the
State. The Bill raises in Western Anstralia
the question: To be or nof to be a seif-
governing hody. That is the whole issne.
Whatever the member for Guildford-Midland
may think about sneh a rnuestion beingz
hrushed aside ax pot requiring any serions
consideration, 1 believe the people of this
State will expeet and demand that this legis-
lative hody shall take any neeessary time to
Qecide this vital matter Jf any single repre-
sentative of a constitweney wants two days’
more time within which to study the report
of the Sclect Committee and the cvidence
taken, then I suggest with respeet it is the
dnty of the House to that member and io
the people he represents, ax well as to the
State in eneral, to arant him that extension
of time. 1 hope we will not be open fo any
reasonahle sngwestion that we have rnshed
this matter forward.

The Seleet Committee, considering the im-
portance of the subject matter dealt with,

(ASSEMBLY.]

bas in promtitude of despateh of its task
lraken, 1 think, all records in conncetion
with this House. Four weeks ago today the
committee was appointed to deal with the
most momentous question this House has
had to consider during the last 43 years.
During the first weck, the House was in
stesion and  during the rvemaining three
weeks the committee examined a number of
witnesses, formulated its veport, which wus
printed, and it is now hefore members, with-
ant any reguest being tendered for one day's
extension of time. I thought there might In
=ome commendation expressed regarding the
despateh exercised by the committee in deal
ing with the work affecting such an iwm-
portant subject.  The members of the Select
Committee worked day by day in an en-
deavonr {o enswre that there wounld lLe ne
delay in putting their views hefore the
House. 1 hope there will be no question of
refuging any memher two sitting days’ time
in whieh to satisfy his mind on the wost
important subjeet with which Parliament
has had the vesponsibility of recording a de-
cision during the last 43 years.

MR. WATTS (Katanning—on amend-
ment) : When the Seleet Committee diseussed
the matter of proeceeding with the measure,
I must admit that I thought the resumption
of tha debate on the Committee stage of the
Bill tomorrow would, in view of all that has
been said by the Premier, be considered
reasonable, I appreciated the fact then, as
I do now, that a long time had elapsed sine.
the Bill was introdueed—not too long a time,
berause the more one gives consideration to
it the more one realises the many aspeets
that have to he covered. T did not think
that there would be any member who would
ahject to proceeding with the Committee
stage of the Bill tomorrow. However, there
has been an objection from a member of
this House who gave evidence before the
Seleet Committee, and who spent a great
deal of his time and knowledge in an en-
deavonr to assiat the eommittee after he gave
his evidence hy answering questions that were
put to him in writing. That member has
come forward and has said that he wishes 1o
stady fnrther aspeets of this matter.

The Premier: To a very great extent we
accepted that hon, member’s views,

Mr, WATTS: In some directions we did.
The Premier: To a very great extent we
aeceepled them. ‘
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Mr. WATTS: Nevertheless, that member
lias mwade the statement I have attributed to
bim, and I am sorry that the Premier has
not, asz vet, heen ahle to make any move
which would be in the nature of a com-
promize to meet the views of that hon. mem-
ber. I regret that the Premier has not donc
that, and I hope that he will yet see fit to
do so. In passing, I wish to make one or
two remarks in rveply to those expressed by
the member for Guildford-Midland, who re-
peated the pareot ery that there bas been
inteniional delay in dealing with the "Bill
ond that that delay has leen gencrated hy
vested intevests. That was the gravamen
of the eharge he made. On the contrary,
anyone who reads intelligently the nnanimou,
portions of the Select Committee's report—
I trust such is not heyond the eapacity of
the member for Cruildford-Alidland—will find
that extremely valuable work has been done
regarding the Bill, which justified the ap-
pointment of the Select Committee quite
apart from the powers that are to be re-
ferved. or ave not te be rveferred, under
Clause 2,

In the unanimous eonclusions there will
he fonnd recommendations whiech have un-
doubtedly, in the opinion of all members of
the commitiee, justified the reference of the
Bill 1o the Select Committee. Therefore it
is useless for the member for Guildford-Mid-
land or anyone e'se to vepeat the parrot ery
that all we achieved hy referring the Bill to
the commmittee was to seeure further delay.
Had the mnember for Guildford-Midland heen
a member of the Seleet Committee, T am safe
in saying that the committee’s report wonld
not have been presented today becanse, if
he knew the amount of time and effort in.
volved in bringing in the report today, he
probably would repudiate the nonsense he
talked about delay being generated by vested
interests. I have nothing more to say on
the subject.

THE MINISTEE FOR LABOUR (cn
amendment): The Seleet Committee was
unanimous in recommending the course of
action indicated in the motion moved by
the Leader of the Opposition. There might
Lie gome strength in the argument of the
member for West Perth regarding the ad-
visability of postponing the debate wuntil
next week if il was intended at tomorrow’s
sifting to pass the Bill right through the
('ommittee stage. That, of conrse, is not
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the intention unless progress is such as to
enable that to be done reasonably. It is
quite possible that at tomorrow’s sitting we
may not progress beyond the consideration
of paragraph (a) or paragraph (b} of
Clause 2. It is fairly clear to me that the
first two or three paragraphs in Clanse 2
of the Bill are of such a nature as to eause
a deal of discussion which might easily
ocerpy the whole of tomorrow’s sitting. If
that he so, the member for Nedlands will
have a further 24 hours in which to study
the cvidence. If he wishes to study the
evidence, he will find that quite a deal of
it does nol contain anything that will be
helpful to him in his desire deeply and
thoroughly to consider the paragraphs in
Clagse 2 of the Bill.

Most of the evidence is of a general
character; it does not contain anything of
vilue of a detailed charaeter. If the mem-
ber for Nedlands carefully pernses the evi-
dence of abount three witnesses, I think he
will obtain all the information of value
tendered to the committee. The majority of
the witnesses gave evidenee of a  general
character, which could be read or not accord-
ing to the ideas of the member concerned
and the time at his disposal. Therefore it
seems to me that tomorrow we can quite
reasonably resume consideration of the Bill.
By the time the preliminary provisions are
dealt with and we debate two or three para-
graphs of Clause 2, I think the afternoon’s
sitting will have been taken up. Tf there
were any intention of putting the Bill right
through tomorrow, there would be a good
deal in the argument of the member for
West Perth and the snggestion of the mem-
ber for Nedlands but, as this is not likely
to happen, it seems to me that the sugges-
tion to postpone the discussion for a week
loses any strength or appesl it might other-
wise have,

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following vesult:—-

Aves 18
Noes 18
A tie " -
AVER
Mr. Berry Mr, North
Mr. Boyle Mr. Patrlck
Mrs. Cardell-Qliver Mr. Perkins
Mr. Hi Mr. Sampson
Mr. Rughes Me. Seward
Mr. Keenan Mr, Shearn
Mr. Kelly WMr, Thorn
Mr. Mann Mr. Warner
Mr. McDopald Mr. Doney

(Tellrr.)
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Nuks.
Mr, Coverley Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Fox Mr. Paptou
Mr. Hawke Mr. Tonkin
Mr. J. Hegney Mr, Triat
Mr. W. Hegney Mr. Watts
Mr. Jobhpson Mr. Willeock
Mr. Leahy Mr. Wilson
Mr. Marshall Mr, Withers
Mr. Needbam Mr. Croass
{Teller.)
PAIES,
AYHB. NoOEs,
Mr Ablen Mr, Halman
Mr. Melarty Mr. Styants
Mr. J. H., 3mith Mr. Raphael
Mr. Stubbs Mr, Millington
Mr. Willmoit Mr., F. ¢. L. Smith

My, SPEAKER: The voting being equal,
1 give iy casting vote with the noes.

Awmendment thus negatived.

Question put and passed.

BILL—BUSINESS NAMES.

Returned from the Couneil with amend-
mentz,

BILL—MARKETING OF EGGS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading—Defeated.
Debate resumed from the 3rd February.

THE MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST [2.533]: This Bill proposes a very
short amendment to the Aect, but no very
convineing reasons have been advanced as
te why the amendment should be made. I
consider it would he quite wrong to agree
to the measure. The Aet provides for a
hoard consisting of five members, two of
them rejresentative of and clected by the
producers, leaving three members to be
nominated by the Government. The board
has the right to elect its own chairman, and
there would be nothing te prevent one of
the producers’ representatives from being
appointed to that position. Tn these cir-
camnstances and in view of the power given
1o the ¢hairman, the numbers voting on any
guestion might be equal. On the other hand,
if the amendment is agreed to and the pro-
ducers haid the right to elect a further vep-
resentative, the hoard would be controlled
solely hy the producers. T have uo chjeetion
to piving full representation to the pro-
ducers on a hoard that has the particular
duty of contrelling their business but, when
we come to deal with the marketing of cggs,
we must have a board appointed to consider
all inferests, and 1 am not prepared to give
majority coutrol to the producers.

I do not think that any reasonable or
fair-minded member of the House would vote

[ASSEMBLY.]

for that. We have to remember that the
hoard must consider all inferesis and not
alone those of the producers. I admit it
is only fair that the producers should have
representation on the hoard and the Act pro-
vides for their having iwo direct represen-
tatives and, as [ have pointed out, the
hoard has the right to eleet its own chair-
man. In my opinion that is fair and reason-
able, and is all that the produeers should
azk for. 1 repeat that no sound argument
was given in favour of the Bill either when
it was being infroduced in another place or
in this House, If the amendment is agreed
to, the board will he dominated by the pro-
ducers und will immore all other interests.
That is the purport of the smendment—to
enable the pradueors to dominate the hoard.
This would be unfair and unreasonable and
1 am opposed to it.

MR. CROSS (Canning): I consider that
the remarks made on the infroduetion of
this Bill in both Houses were the most extra-
ordinary I have heard in Parliament.

Mr. Sampson: That is an exiraordinary
statement by an extraordinary member,

AMr. CROSS: The whole of the areuments
did not fill one column of one page of “Han-
sard”; in fact no reason was given for the
tntroduction of the Bill. Some comments
were made on the fact that a Bill was intro-
duced last year, and the mover gloated be-
cause another place had heen suecessful in
killing a good measure owing to the fact
that nobody offered to sponsor it there.

Mzr. Sampson: That is nntrue.

My, CROSS: It is definitely true.

Mr. Sampson: It is untrue. The mover
did nothing of the sort,

My, SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
her is not in order in alluding to a dehate
in another plare,

Mr. CROSS: Allusions have been made
to the discussion in this place. Another re-
mark made in another place

Mr. SPEAKER: Ovder! T have pointed
out the hon, member is not in order in dis-
cnssing what was said in another place.

Mr. CROSS: Somewhere a remark was
made that if the Act were amended as pro-
posed, the producers would be able to get
permanent control of the hoard. Last year
a Bill was introduced to give the present
stabilisation committee statatory power,
which is what is wanted. The remarks that
have been made are a reflection on the good
work done by the voluntary stabilisation
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committee. When the member for Swan
moved the second reading, he gave even less
reason for the Bill than was given anywhere
else. He said that the amendment would
provide for three represenfatives of the pro-
ducers on a hoard of six, instead of two re-
presentatives as at present, but he gave no
reason for proposing the change.

My, Sampson: That was a statement of
fact,

My, CROSS: The board has power to
elect its own chairman, and to fix prices, I
know of no board or constituted authority
under which the interested parties are em-
powered to fix their own emoluments. Why
not agree to give the workers a majority on
the Arbitration Court?

Mr. Sampson interjected.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon.
ber has the right of repiv.

Mr. CROSS: The member for Swan, in
introducing the measure, told the House a
hard-lnck story about one producce in his
own distriet. He gave that as the reason
for the introduction of the Bill. I think I
bave in my electorate a preponderance of
the egg-producers in this State. The few
producers in my district to whom I have
spoken about the measure say they have not
been consulted and are not interested in it.
The present proposal is unfair and I have
not heen requested to support it; the egg-
producers in my district say they do not
care what happens to the Bill, and that what
they desive is a board with statutory powers
such as was provided for in the Bill intro-
duced last year. I shall pot diseuss the
measure further, but will vote against it.

mem-

MR. SAMPSON (Swan—in reply): I re-
gret that the JMinister is opposed ta they
measure, hecause the representation asked
for is equitable. There is no suggestion that
egg-produrcers will set out fo elect a chair-
man from among their own numbar and so
soeure a majority. If that is feared, it
would be competent to submit an amend-
ment providing that the right to a second
or casting vote shoull not he given. T would
have no objection to the parent Act beiny
amended in such a way as to provide, on an
cquality of votes, that the vote should e
determined in the negative. That is really
the expressed objection to the measure. It
ig thought that by some occult means the
producers will be given an unreasonab'e ad-
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vantage. I do not think the Minister need
have any fear in that respeet and I hope
that the producers will he given the same
opportunity as is given to the representa-
tives of the other sections coneerned. The
memhber for Canning, running true to form,
15 suffering from a kind of mental indiges-
tion and misunderstanding.

Mr. Marshall: You should not reflect on
another metmber.

Mr, SAMPSOXN: 1 am not sure whethes
I am veflecting on him at all. He is very
anxious that the egg-producers, who, he tells
us, arve greater in number in his distvict
than in any other part of the State, should
1eceive pvery consideration, He then, in a
remarkable statement, sets out to disprove
the words which he himszelf uttered.

The Minister for the North-West: Yon
have not given any sound reason why the
rrimary producers sheulid have three repre-
sentatives on this board and why control
zhould he placed in their hands.

Mr, SAMPSOXN: One reason is that the
cggs are the property of the producers. In
my opinion, the producers should have equal
controlling powers with the other repre-
sentatives who are appointed.

The Minister for the North-West:
have that now.

Mr. SAMPSON:

Theyw

If the Minister will pav-
don me, there are five, of whom two are
elected by the poultry farmers. The other
three are appointed by the Government.

The Minister for the North-West: Whoin
do they vopresent? Tell us that.

My, SAMPSON: They represent the con-
sumers and the Government, and there is a
man appointed with some knowledge of the
industry,

The Minister for Mines: Who is he?
Mr. SAMPSON: Whomever the hon.

member and his colleagues select! 1 do not
say that the Minister and his colleagues
would not give fair consideration to the
seleetion.

The Minister 1':‘01 '\{meq Thﬂt is what the
Bill says. '

My, SAMPSON: The Bill says what many
Aets provide, namely, that the producers
should have equal representation. I have
before me a veport of the stahilisation com-
mittee,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ler most not hring up new matter in reply.
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Mr. SAMPSON: I merely wish to point
out that there is no innovation in asking
for an even number of representatives.

Mr. Cross interjected.
Alr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. SAMPSON: To reply to the Deputy-
Speaker, the Deputy-Premier, the member
for Canning. who also holds other positions,
1 would ~uy that when he states that three
representatives of the producers would have
control of the price of eggs, he is stating
something which is absolutely not in accord-
ance with fact. My desive is to treat the
bon. member with some degree of courtesy,
but it is diffienlt fittingly to deseribe the
mass of contradictory matter which he has
expressed thiz afternoon, and still retain
some fleeting respect for what he has said.
He knows full well that when, a vear or two
ago, he hrought forward a Bill to eare for
the ecgg-producers, I supported him in every
way in which I eould consecientionsly do so.
Did that have any effect? No! Owing tn
much consideration on the part of members
that measure was passed and the member
for Canning had no eause to complain. Even
if he had reason to complain, it was because
of his insatiable desire to repeal an existing
measnre, the operation of which was not—

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! T think the hon.
member had hetter get back to his reply.

Mr, SAMPSON: The hon. member would
have the House believe that the Bill asks
for something quite new, I was about to
ohserve that on other boards the produeers
have equal representation. That is so in
the case of the Dried Fruits Board and, I
believe, the Onion Board. The Egg Stabili-
sution Committee comprises three represen-
tutives of the Primary Produecers’ Associa-
tion, one representative of the Commercial
Poultry ['nion, one representative of the
merchants, three representatives of the
agents, and an independent chairman, Dr.
Sutton. No justifieation exists for the oh-
jection to this tiny measure. Unfortunately,
the member for Canning appears to value
or weigh the evidence in its favour by the
perind of time taken to introduce the mea-
sure. He =aid that becanse of the very
short speech T made in introducing the Bill,
it =hould not he approved, Could there he
anything more unveasonable, anything more
stupid or unjustifiable? T do not want to
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be hard on the unfortunate membher, becanse
he 15 very hard on himself.

Mr. Cross: Those ave the vapourings of
i disordered mind.

My. SPEAKER : Order!

Alr. SAMPSOX: That may be so.
not disputing it.
disordered mind

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must not refleet on another member,

Me, SAMPSON: I will not refer further
to the hon. member. I ussure members
that, shonld some action be deemed neces-
sary to avoid the conferring of undue power
on the egg-produeers, no ohjection will be
raised by me to an amendment in the Com-
mittee stage providing that on an equality
of voting the decision shall be in the nega-
tive. Such a condition is already contained
in other Aets,

Mr. Cross:
Bill.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. SAMPSON: I think it would do no
great harm if such a condition were inserted
in this measure; at all events, I am not
opposed to it. My desire is to do what is
vight on behalf of the egg-producers. We
cught to do what we can to help them. The
Government bas already done something; it
has performed a valuable service in the evee-
tion of works for the produection of egg-
powder, We ounght to do all we ean to
enconrage the poultry farmers to look after
their own affairs and to endeavour to main-
tain reasonable prices, so that these people
will he encouraged to remain on their hold-
ings. 8o that there may he no misunder-
standing because of the sentiments I have
inst expressed, I say again that the Bill
does not provide for the fixing of priees;
it merely gives to the representatives of the
producers the same powers as are given fo
the vepresentatives appointed by the Gov-
erninent. I trust the Bill will pass the second
reading and that, if necessary, there will be
an amendment in the Committee stage.

T am
It the hon. member has a

It is not contained in this

Question put and n division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. . .
Noes

Majority against

ol &bk
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AYES,
Mrs. Cardell-Oliver Mr. Sampson
Mr, Hil Mr. Beward
Mr. Mapn Mr. Shearn
Mr. McLarty Mr. Thern
Mr. Nortn Mr. Walla
Mr. Patrick Mr. Doney
(Teller s
Noka,
Mr. Coverley Mr, Marshall
Mr., Croea Mr. Needham
Mr. Fox Mre, Nulsen
Mr. Hawke Mr. Panton
Mr, J. Hegney Mr. Tonkin
Mr, W, Hegney Mr. Triat
Mr, Johbngou Mr. Willeock
Mr. Kelly Mr. Withers
Mr. Leaby Mr, Wilson
iTelivre}
PAIRS,

. AYER, Nngs,
Mr. Abhett Mr. Hohnan
Mr, Hugher Mr. Mlllingion
Mr. J. H. 8mith Mr. Raphael
Mr. Boyle Mr. Rodareda
Mr. Perkins Mr. F, C. L. Bmith
Mr, Stobbs Mr. Sivanis
Mr. Wilmott Mr. Wise
Question thus negatived.

Rill defeated.
BILL—COMPANIES,

I'n Cowmmittee,

Resumed from the 4th February. Mr.
Marshall in the Chair; the Minister for
Justice in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: Progress was reported
after Clause 248 had becn agreed to.

Clauses 249 to 257—agreed to.

Clause 258—Powers and duties of liquida-
tor in voluntary winding-up:

Hon. N. EEENAN: I move an amend-
ment—

That in lne 1 of pavagraph (b} of Sub-

clause {1) the words ‘‘withaut sanction’® he
struck out.
A voluntary winding-up may be of two char-
acters. One is the members’ voluntary wind.-
ing-up, and the other the ereditors’ volun-
tary winding-up. If it is a members' volun-
tary winding-up, the company is solvent and
is being wound up for the purpose of
putting an end to it. But this clanse pro-
vides for both classes of winding-up. The
other powers contained in the measnre are
even more important than those expressed in
paragraphs (a) and (b). There is no rea-
son why, if the sanction of the court is re-
guired for the benefit of these paragraphs,
liquidators should have the right, without
any sanction, to exercise all the other powers
given to the liguidator on winding-up.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
Crown Law Department has gone through
all these amendments very carefully with
me, and unless I am going to oppose an
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amendment I do not intend to speak, as it
would only be wasting the time of the Com-
mittee.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. N. KEENAN: The next amendment
I have on the notice paper would not meet
the position which may arise where there
are two liquidators appointed. If there is
only one liquidator then there would he no
(uestion of his not agrecing with himself.
Where two liquidators are appointed and
one holds one opinion and one another, there
would not be a majority, so my amendment
would not meet the position. We wiil have
to leave it to proper recourse to the ronrt
if two liquidators hold different opinions
on important matters.

Clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 259 to 274—agreed to.

Clause 275—Preferential payments:

Hon. N. KEENAN: T move an amend-
ment—

That in line 3 of Subelouse (1) after the

word ‘fdebts’? the following words be added :—
‘‘embject to Subsection (3) hereof.’!
The fivst debt provided for in Subclause (3)
i5 to meet the expense of liguidation. To
preserve the proper reading of the clause I
move the amendment.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 276—Creditors to receive interest
before surplus dividend:

Hon. N. KEENAN: I move an amend-
ment—

That in lines 9 to 12 the words ‘‘and,
sccondly, all other c¢reditors shall have heen
paid interest ou their debts, from the =same
date, at the rate of four pounds per centum
per anuum ! be struck out.

This clause provides in the first place that
interest shall he paid on debis which are
entitled to interest, when the principal
moneys have been paid and a surplus re-
mains. Such debts shall only he allowed to
carry intervest at the rate of four per cent.
It then goes on to provide that if a surplus
remains, instead of its being given to the
shareholders, it shall be paid to the other
creditors by way of interest at the rate of
four per cent. per annum. It would thus
reduce the amount to be returned to the
shareholders. I can see no reason for that.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 277 and 278—agreed to.

Clause 279—REffect of floating charge:
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Hon. N. KEENAN: I move an amend-
ment— _ -

That in line 9 the word ¢‘five’’ be struck out
and the word ‘‘four’? inserted in lieu,

Amendment pui and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 280—Disclaimer of onerous pwo-
perty:

Hon, X. KEENAN: I move an amend-
ment—

That in ling 1 of Subelavse (10) the word
f¢injured’’ he struck out and the words *‘who
has guffered damages’’ inserted in lieu.

The word “injured” is not applieable to a
monetary damage and what is involved in
this elause.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I move an amend-
ment——

That in line 3 of Subelaunse (10) the words
“‘the injury’’ be struck cut, and the words
‘“such damages as may be recoverahle under
the provisions of this section’’ inserted in lieu.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 281 to 282—agreed to.

Clause 283—Offences by officers of com-
Ppanies in liquidation :

Hon. N. KEENAN: I move an amend-
ment—

That in Line 2 of Bubelause (1) after the

word ‘‘company’'? the words “‘who is con-
nected with the management of a company’’
be inserted.
Elsewkere in the Bill, in eases where an offi-
cer of a company is liable fo a penalty, he
is shown to be an officer connected with the
management of the ecompany. Kvery em-
ployee of & company should be regarded as
a servant of that company.,

Amendment put and passed.

Hon, N. KEENAX: I move an amend-
ment—

That in lines 4 and 5 of paragraph (d)
of Subclanse (1) the words ‘“to the value of
ten pounds or upwards’’ he struck out.

If an officer eonceals any moneys due to
the company, he commits an offence.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon, N. KEENAXN: I move an amend-
ment—

That in line 1 of paragraph (g) the words

‘ior believing’’ be struck out.
The view I take is that if an officer has
knowledge that a false debt has been proved,
it is immaterial whether he helieves that to
be the case or not.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to,
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Clause 284—Liability where
aceounts not kept:

Hon. N. KEENAN: I move an amend-
menf—

That in line 3 of Subelanse (1) the word
‘“other’” be struck out and the word ‘‘account.
ing*’ ingerted im lieu.

Amendment put and passed; the claose, as
amended, agreed to.

Clause 285—Responsibility of directors
tor frawdulent trading:

Hon. N. KEENAN: I move an amend-
ment—

That in line 5 of Subelause (5) the words
‘‘been accustomed to act’’ be struek out, and
the word ‘‘acted’’ inserted im liem.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 286 to 293—agreed to.

Clause 204—Application of
assets of company:

Hon. N. KEENAN: I move an amend-
ment—

That at the end of Subeclause (4) the fol-

lowing words be added:— ‘together with amy
interest accruing thereto.’’
Tf a person claiming to be entitled to any
unclaimed assets of the company is paid,
lie should also receive interest on the money
he derives,

proper

unclaimed

Amendment put and passed.

Hon, N. KEENAN: T move an amend-
ment—
That in line 6 of Subeclause (7) the word

finssets’’ be struck out and the word
f“moneys’’ inserted in lien.

Amendment put and passed,

The CHAIRMAN: The next amendment
of which the hon. member has given notice
is consequential,

Hon. N. KEENAN: I move an amend-
ment—

That at the end of Subelause (7) the follow-

ing words bLe added:—*‘but any such order
must be presented for paymoent to the Treasurer
within six years after the payment of any
such moneys to the Treasurer, after the ex-
piration of which period the same shall pass
to the eredit of and form part of the general
revenue.’’
The subelause as it stands leaves the matter
open without any limit of time. If money
remains in the Treasurer’s hands for six
vears, it should pass to Consolidated
Hevenne.

Amendment: put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clanses 295 to 305—agreed to.
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Clause
company ;

Hon. N. EEENAN: We now reach that
part of the Bill dealing with the winding-up
of unregistered companies. I move an
amendment—

That in lines 4 and 5 the words ‘‘partner-
ship, society, association, or’’ he struck out.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I am
not quite certain as to a couple of points,
although I agree with the member for Ned-
lands generally. There is provision for the
winding-up of partnerships but is there
legislation for the winding-up of societies
and associations?  Doubt exists on that
point.

Hon. N, KEENAN: I ask leave to with-
draw my amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

On motion by the Minister for Justiee,
further consideration of the clause post-
poned.

Clauses 307 to 312—agreed to.

Clause 313—Application of Act to com-
panies formed under former Compantes
Act:

The CHAIRMAN : The three amendments
of whieh the member for Nedlands bas
given nctice are consequential on an amend-
ment passed previously.

Clause, as consequentially amended, put
and passed.

Clauses 314 and 315—agreed to.

Clause 316—Companies eapable of being
registered :

The CHAIRMAN: The amendment of
ihe memher for Nedlands referring to this
clause is consequential.

Clause, as consequentially amended, put
and passed.

Clanses 317 to 321—agreed to.

Clanse 322—Exemption of certain com-
panies from payment of fees:

Hon. N. KEENAN: T move an amend-
ment— ’

That in line 3 the words ‘‘if it is not

registered as a limited company or’’ be struck
out.
All kinds of ragtag and bobtail companies
could exist and escape liability for payment
of fees for which limited companies are
liable, under the clause as i stands.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Super-
ficially I agree with the amendment, but I
would like to look info the matter,

Hon. N. KEENAN: I ask leave to with-
draw my amendment.

(s8]

306—Meaning of unregistered
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Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

On motion by the Minister for Justice,
further econsideration of the clause post-
poned,

Clauses 323 to 333—agreed to.

Clanse 334—Registration and doenments
to be delivered to Registrar:

Hon. N, KEENAN: I move an amend-
ment—

That in line 5 of paragraph (b) of Sub-

clause (3) the word ‘‘gix’’ be struck out and
the word ‘*twelve’’ inserted in lieu.

This portion of the clause deals with the
neeessity to register documents within a ear-
tain period of time. Six months is the
period stipulated in this paragraph and I
suggest that the time should be 12 months.

Amendment put and passed; the elause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clauses 333 to 338—agreed to.

Clause 339—Certain companies
not to be earrying on business:

Hon. N. KEENAN: I do not see why
trustee and executor companies referred to
in this clause should not comply with the
same laws with which our own trustees have
to comply.

Clause put and negatived.

Clause 340—Companies to file balance
sheets:

Mr. TONKIN: I would like to ask the
Minister why it is proposed to exempt
foreign companies, which are incorporated
in other States where there is no provision
for filing balance sheets, from the necessity
for filing them in this State. As I read the
clause all foreign companies which have
offices in this State are obliged to furnish a
balance sheet if they are incorporated in
States which require them to do so in those
States, but, if they happen to be incor-
porated in a State where there is no such
requirement, this State does not require
them to furnish such balance sheets. I can-
not see gny sense in that.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: T have
not given aitention to the matter, and would
like the clanse to be postponed.

On motion by the Minister for Justice,
further consideration of the clause post-
poned.

Clause 341—agreed to.

Clanse 342—Obligations to state name of
company, whether limited and country where
ineorporated :

deemed
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Mr. MeDONALD: On hehalf of the mem-
her for North Perth, I move an amendment—

That in line 2 of paragraph (iii) after the
word ‘'limited’’ the words ‘‘unless the last
word of the name of the company is the word
‘limited? ’* bhe inserted.
By the prior part of this provision a com-
pany bag to put its name on the premises
and on its literature. By the seecond part it
also has to state on ifs premises and on its
literature, whether the liability of its mem-
bers is limited. But if a company is a
limited or a no-liability company the name
itself contains the words “limited” or ‘no
liability,” as the case may be. Therefore
when the name of the company under the
first part of the provision has to be on the
premises or nsed on the liferature, as the
name inclndes the words “no liability” or
“limited,” there is notice {o the public that
the liability of the shareholders is limited
in that way. I think the jast part of the
clause was meant to cover the case of a com-
pany limited by guarantee, but T think that
clause was struck out. So it seems to me
that either subparagraph (iii) should be
climinated because companies by guarantee
are no longer provided for in the Bill, or al-
ternatively an amendment should be inserted
in the terms I have suggested, providing that
where the last word is the word “limited”
there need be no statement in the terms of
subparagraph (iii).

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
ag amended, agreed to.

Clause 343—agreed to

Clauge 344—XNotice to Registrar of liquid-
ation of company outside the State:

Hon N. KEENAN: I move an amend-
ment—

That in line 5 of Subclause (1) the word
¢ forthwith’’ be struck out and the words
“‘within seven days of receiving information
of such liquidation’?! inserted in lieu.
“Forthwith” might mean within an hour.
I think that seven days would be sufficient
time to allow.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clanse 345—XNotice
foreign company:

Hon. N. KEENAX: As a result of the
amendment just made, it will be necessary to
amend this clause consequentially.

The CHAIRMAN: The amendment will
be made consequentially.

Clause, as consequentially amended, put
and passed.

of dissolution of
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Clauses 346 to 358—agreed to.

Clause 359—Inspection of register:

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I move
an amendment—

That in Hnes 11 and 12 of Subelause (1) the
words ‘“or of any annual retwrn prepared un-
der Section 117 of this Act?’ be struck ont.
Clause 117 does not apply to foreign com-
panies with whichk Clanse 359 deals, and in
the eircumstances these words shonld not
have appeared in the clause.

Amendment pat and passed; the elause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 360 to 367—agreed to.

Clause 368—Appoiniment of receivers:

Hon. N. KEENAN: During the discus-
sion of an eatlier clause the matter of a cor-
porate hody nacting as a receiver was dis-
cussed partieniarly by the member for Eas{
Perth. The Committee veached a decision on
that point, and now Clanse 368 provides for
a contrary position. Does the Minister de-
sire that the Bill shall indicate two minds
on the one point?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
memher for East Perth bhas asked me to re-
commit the clause that has already heen
agreed to.  According to the decision we
reach on ve-considering that clavse, the
present clause may or may not be all right.

Hon. N. Keenan: What do you propose
to do?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: It is
only reasonable that we should give the
member for East Perth an opportunity fur-
ther to discuss a clause that slipped through
without very mueh consideration. I myself
feel a little fearful about the earlier clause
as it appears in the Bill now.

Hon. N. Keenan: Will you re-commit this
clause as well?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE:
but in the meantime T move—

That the consideration of the ¢lause be post-
poned, -

Motion put and passed; clanse postponed.

Clauses 369 to 371—agreed to.

Clause 372—Definitions:

Hon. N. KEENAXN: T move an amend-
ment—

That in line 3 of the definition of ‘‘com-
pany’’ the word ‘“five’’ be struck ont and the
word ‘‘twenty’’! inserted in liem.

I have previously pointed out that a part-
nership ean consist legally of 21 members.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 373 and 374—agreed to.

Yes,
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Clause 375—Restrictions on
shares for subseription or sale:

Hon. N. KEENAXN: [ move an amend-
ment—

That subparagraph (b) (iif) of Subelause

(1) be struek out.
In pavagraph (a) provision is made that,
subjeet to certain provises, it shall not be
lawful for “any person to go from house to
house or from place to place, whether by
appointment or otherwise, offering to any
member of the public shares for snbseription
or purchase or in exchange for other shares.”
Then paragraph (b) goes on to provide
various exceptions. My reason for moving
the amendment is the impossibility of re-
conciling the application of those exceplions
with a desire to prevent what, without doubt,
is a very great evil. T rvefer to canvassing
from door to door with the object of dis-
posing of shares either for cash or in ex-
change for shaves in some prosperous com-
pany for robbishy stuff that canvassers may
he able to persnade people to nccept. We
know the scandal that this sort of thing
created in Western Australia some time ago.
To my mind the exceptions go far to counter
the provisions to make illegal what is sought
{o he prohihited. The door will be left so
wide open that little, it anything, will be
accomplished. If the clause be agreed to as
it stands, those indulging in these practices
will be able to get someone like a registered
sharebroker to speak for them, and they
will be removed entirvely from the ambit of
the legislation. TUnless the desire is to hold
up the remedy, T can see no reason for such
dvafting. I propose to make it illegal to in-
dunige in canvassing and not leave the posi-
tion open to the abuse likely to arise from
the provision of so many exceptions.

My, SAMPSOXN : Subparagraph (b) would
be helpful in affording protection to people
whe bny shares, and if it is deleted the clausa
will suffer. We should not open the door
to permitting the sale of shaves unless all
possible precautions are taken to protect the
unwary. We have had many examples of
honest people having been simple enough to
accept statements made to them and having
been shocking'y robbed. In oune instance an
amount of £2,200 was invested in shares, au
not long afterwards the company went into
liquidation and the retnrn to the shareholders
was only 6d. for every £25 invested,

Progress reported till a later stage of the
sitting.

offering
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BILL—MUNICIPAL CORFORATIONS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Council's Further Message

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had resolved not to
comply with the Assembly's request for =
conference on the amendment to which the
Assembly had disagreed and on which the
Council had insisted.

Bill thus lapsed.

BILL—MEDICAT, ACT AMEND-
MENT.
(‘euncil’s Further Blessage.
Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
Assemibly’s request for a conference on the
amendments insisted on by the Council, and
had appointed the Chief Secretary, Hon, J.
(i. Hislop, and IHon. C. F, Baxter as man-
agers for the Council, the President’s room
as the place of meeting and the time 4.30 p.m,

Sitting suspended from 4.34 to 5.3 p.m.

Conference Managers’ Report.

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I have
to report that the managers appointed by
the Couneil met the managers appointed by
the Assembly and failed to arrive at an
agreement. 1 move—

That the report he zdopted.

Question put and passed; Bill dropped.

BILL—COMPANIES.
In Committee.

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sit-
ting. Mr. Marshall in the Chair; the Minis-
ter for Justiee in charze of the Bill.

Clause 373—Restrietions on offering shares
for subseription or sale:

The CHATIRMANX: Progress was reported
on this clause, to which the member for
Nedlands had moved an amendment to strike
out subparvagraph (b) (iii) of paragraph
{b) of Subclause (1)

Mr. SAMPSOXN : I urge the Committee to
continue in this measure the protection given
to the puhlic by the existing Act. The public
shonld he given all the protection possible
in regard to the sale of shares by those per-
sons who are sometimes termed “go-
getters.” The protection (hat would be
afforded by subparagraph (b) is very desir-
able. No good can come of loosening the
restrictions which have been imposed by the
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Act. T could give the Committee many
examples of hard-woyking, honest people
who have heen badly treated by “go-getters.”

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clanses 376 to 380-—agreed to.

Clause 381—Provisions as to application
to Court for order authorising registration:

Hon, N. KEENAXN: I move an amend-
ment—

That in line 4 of paragraph (c) of Subclause
(5) after the word ‘*Act’’ the words ‘‘involv-
ing a finding that he acted fraudulently or
dishonestly’? be inserted.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clanse 382—Provisions relating to de-
posits made with Treasurer:

Hon. N. KEEENAN: I move an amend-
ment—

That in line 3 of paragraph (a) of Sub-

¢lause (1) after the word *‘bankruptey’’ the
words ‘‘to be applied in the first instance in
payment pro rata of any moneys due to clients
of such sharebroker in respect of dealings with
such clients and as to auy surplus thereafter
to be applied in accordance with the law and
practice in bankruptey’*’ be inserted.
The amendment will provide that in the
event of a depositor becoming bankrupt,
the amount of his deposit with the Treasnrer
shall he applied for the purposes for which
it. was deposited in the first instance and
any balance over shall he dealt with accord-
ing to the laws of bankruptey. Otherwise
all debts would rank equally with the debts
be owed to the clients who had dealt with
him.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. N. KEENAN: T move an amend-
ment—

That in lines 3 and 6 of paragraph (b} the
words ‘‘repaid to the corporation’’ be struck
out and the words ‘‘handed to the liquidator
to be applied in like manner to that set out in
paragraph (a) above’’ inserted in licu.
This is a consequential amendment.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clanse 383—Cancellation of registration
of authorised broker by regisirar:

Hon. N. KEENXAN: I move an amend-
ment—

That in line 8 of paragraph {a) of Subelavse
(2) the words ‘‘a Judge of the Supreme’’ he
struck out and the word ‘‘the’’ inserted in
liew.

If members will ook back two pages they
will find the word “Conrt” wsed again and
again where it simply means one judge. We

[ASSEMBLY.]

find that on one page again and again the
words “the Court,” meaning a judge of the
Supreme Cowrt, arc used, whereas on an-
other page is set out “a Judge of the
Supreme Court.” My amendment will
seenre oniformity and avoid confusion.

Amendment put and passed.

On motions hy Hon. X. Keenan, clause
further amended by striking out the word
“.Tudge” in line 4 of paragraph (a), Sub-
clause (3) and inserting the word “Court”
in liew; and hy striking out the word
“Judge” in line 1 of the Subclause (4) and
inserting the word “Counrt’ ’in Hen.

Clause, as amended, put and passed.

Claunses 384 to 407—agreed to.

Clanse $08—Registration of persons
qualified to act as auditors or liquidators:

Hoen, N. KEEXAN: I move an amend-
ment—

That Subelause (2) be struek out, and the
following new subelauses inserted in lieu:—
“4(2) The Registrar shall causc such applica-
tion to be advertised at least twice in a daily
newspaper circulating in Perth at an interval
of seven days inviting all persons having any
objection to sueh applicant being registered as
an auditor or liquidator to lodge such objec-
tion within seven days of the second publica-
tion of such application.

(3) On receipt of any such objection the
Registrar may requirce the person making same
to forward to him 2 statutory declaration i
support of his objection,

(4) The Registrar shail consider the said ap-
plication and all matter in reference thereto
before him and if he is satisfied that—

(a) the applieant iz a person of good
fame; and
(b) the applicant holds a diploma or
license from any recognised auth-
ority to carry on the business of an
aunditor or aceountant; or
(e) the applicant has had a previons
training sufficient to enable him to
satisfaetorily discharge the duties
of an auditor or accountant;
the Registrar shall direet such applicant to he
registered as an aunditor or liquidator as the
case may be and shall izssue {o him a certificate
of registration in the preseribed form.’’

This is a very vadieal slteration, and I will
illostrate it a little. The clanse propeses
to pive power to the Registrar to appoint
any person applying to him fo aet as an
anditor or Yquidator if he thinks fit and
approves the application. Subelanse (3)
empowers him, at any fime, to eancel such
registration, That is a very wide and im-
praper power to give to the Registrar. It
i= purely n matier of choice. A tailor may
say to the Registrar, “I have beem waiting
a long time to collect my bills; what about



(23 Fesrrary, 1943.]

making me an acecuntant?’  Any ridieulons
reason might be put forward. The appoint-
ment and removal of such persons are puvely
at the pleasure of the Regisirar. X do not
give him the right to remove them at all,
bnt leave that to the court.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. N. KEENAXN: I move an amend-
ment—

That Subelanse (3) be struck out.

Amendment put and passed; the clanse,
as amended, agreed to.

Clanses 409 and 410-—agreed to.

Clause 411—Qualifications for registration
as auditor or liguidator:

Hon, N. KEENAXN: 1 propose to strike
ont the words “either as an auditor or.” We
have in this Bill authorised persons to aet
as anditors, There was an undertaking given
by the Minister to recommit that ¢lause bat,
subject to that recommittal, we eannot in
this part of the Bill say that something is
nat to happen that we have already said in
another part is to happen. I propose to ask
the Minister to put this clause in the same
category. I will withdraw the amendment
if the JMinister will give snch an undervtak-
ing.

The CHAIRMAXN : The hon. member has
not moved any amendment to the clause, so
far.

On motion by the Minister for Justice,
further consideration of the eclause post-
poned.

Clanse 412—Cancellation of registration
of auditor or liquidator:

Hon. N, KEENAX: I move an amend-
ment—

That Subelause (3) be struck out and the
following subelause inserted in lieu:—*“(3)
The court may, on the complaint of any in-
gpector or any interested party, order any in-
quiry in relation to the discharge of his duties
by any registered auditor or liguidator and
may direet in what manner and by whom the
costs of such an inguiry are to he bhorne.’’
That completes the matter hy giving the
eourt the power, on any complaint by an in-
terested party or an inspeetor under the
Act as to the ceonduct of some registered
auditor, to have an inquiry made into the
charge; and it directs in what manner and
by whom the costs of such inquiry are to
be borne,

The Premier:
order to conduct the inguiry?
petent person?

Hon. N. KEENAN: T presume 0. The
inquiry might be carried out by the Regis-

Whom would the court
Any com-
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trar or the Master, or somehody elze. We
do not restriet the court.

Amendment put and passed; the clause, ag
smended, agreed to,

Clauses 413 to 417—agreed to.

Clause 418—Power of conrt to grant jie-
lief in certain cases:

Hon. N, KEENAN: My amendment to
this clause is in connection with Subcizuse
(4), which deals with the persons to whom
the clanse applies. I move an amendment—

That in paragraph (d) of Subelavse (4) the

warda ‘* whether they are or are not officers of
the company’” Le struck out,

Amendment put and passed; the clanse,
as amended, agreed to.

Clanses 419 to 423-—agreed to.

Clause 424—Expenses of winding-up
where assets are not sufficient:

Hon. N, KEEXNXAX: The clause provides
that the liquidator shall not be liable with-
out the express direction of the Registrar.
[f this means anything, it is that the Regis-
trar wonld be lizble because there would he
nohody else. I move an amendment—

That the words ‘‘without the express direec-
tion of the Registrar’’ he struck out and the
wonls ‘‘without all expense so ineurred being
guaranteed by the party requiring same’’ in-
serted in lien.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
os amended, agreed to.

Clause 425—Power of assignee to sue:

Hon. N. KEENAN:
ment—

That in line 1 the word ‘‘anything’’ be
struck out and the words ‘“any chose’’ inserted
in lieuw.

That is the legal expression.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,

as amended, agreed to.

Clause 426—Transfers to avoid liahility:

Hon. X. KEENAN: We would be wise
to provide that a transfer to an infant shail
he of a character not to relieve the trans-
feror of liability, and without an amend-
ment it might be Impossible to prove the
intent. I move an amendment—

That in Subelanse (1} the words ‘‘for the
purpose of avoiding or evading liability with
regard to such share’’ be struck out.

Amendment put and passed.

On motion by Hon. N. Keenan, Subclause
(2) amended hy striking out the words
“inade for the purpose of aveiding or evad-
ing liability with regard to such share.”

I move an amend-
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Hon. N. KEENAN: T move an amend-
ment—

That in line 4 of Subclause (2) the word
‘“gqueh’’ Dbe struek out and after the word
*4liability’’ in the same line the words ‘‘in
regard to such share’’ be inscried.

Amendment put and passed;
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 427 to 438, First Schedule to
Thirteenth Schedule—agreed to.

Progress reported.

the clause,

MOTION—TRATFIC.
As to Co-ordination of Roud Services.

Order of the Day read for the resumption
from the 27th January of the debate on the
following motion by Mr. Cross:—

That in the opinion of this House, in view
of the serious position facing passenger trans-
port authorities, due to the war, the Govern-
ment should take immediate steps to set up a
speeial committee to re-organise, co-ordinate,
regulate and direet all passenger transport
routes, companies and vehicles in the Greater
Mectropolitan Area in the best public intercsts
for the duration of the war and six mouths
thereafter,

On wmotion by Mr. Order of the

Day discharged.

Cross,

BILL—EVIDENCE ACT AMEND-
MENT.
Order Discharged.

Order of the Day read for the resumption
from the 8ih December of the debate on
the second reading.

On motion by the Premicy, Order of the
Day discharged.

House adjourned ot 5.15 pm.

Tegistative Touncil,
Wednesday, 24th February, 1943.

Leave of ahsence .. 2312
Motion : Youtht'ul dellnquenb;, “Hetention l:ouditlnns,
to Ingulre by 3elect Commiltiee w . 2512
Bllls : Coal Mine Workers {Pensions), 2r. ... e 2817
Vermin Act Amendment, Assembly’s Message ... 2531
Public Authoritles (Retlrement of ‘\[crnbers), 9, 2531
Adjournment, specin) .. .. 2532

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 215
p-m., and read prayers.

[COUNCIL.]

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. H. L. Roche, leave of
absence for twelve consecutive sittings
granted to Hon. H. V. Piesse (South-East)
on the ground of ill-health.

MOTION—YOUTHFUL DELINQUENTS,
DETENTION CONDITIONS.

To Inquire by Select Commitice.

HON. E. H H. HALL (Central} [2.19]:
I move—

That a Select Committec be appointed to
inquire inte and report upon—

(a) what provision should be made by the
State for the care and reform of
youthful delinguents;

(b} the conditions of Bartou’s Mill prison
as a place of detention for male youth-
ful delinquents, and of York for
femalces, and whether improvements
can he effected at such places for such
purposes; and

(e) the results that were achieved by the
jnvestigation which on or about the
23rd June, 1937 (according to a state-
ment of the Minister controlling the
Child Welfare Department) had been
in progress for 12 months prior to a
deputation to that Minister at that
time.

T think it only right, if you will permit e,
Mr. President, as several members are aware
of the fact that it was my intention to move
the adjournment of the House last Tuesday,
to explain that owing to a little misunder-
standing I did not proceed with that motion,
On reconsideration, T decided to bring for-
ward the motion standing in my name to- -
day. Several months ago, feeling alarmed
at the romours 1 have beard about the Bar-
ton’s Mill prison, I took the opportunity, in
company with the member for the distriet, to
visit the prison and there saw much that
called for eommendation,

Remembering the many dreadful reports
that had been spread about the eonditions
obtaining at the prison at Barton’s Mill, and
feeling pleased with what I had observed, I
thought it my duty te make known to the
publie my impressions. I therefore wrote
to the cditor of “The West Australian” a
lIetter which was published with the excep-
tion of one paragraph in which T had sug-
gested that the magistrate of the Children’s
Court, who had uttered some severe strie-
tures on the Barton’s il institution and
the conditions obtaining there, should en-
deavour to take advantage of an opportunity
to inspeet the prison himself for the pur-
pose of ascertaining the many difficalties



